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MRCSI/FRCSIMRCSI/FRCSIMRCSI/FRCSIMRCSI/FRCSI

 New format to be introduced in 2010New format to be introduced in 2010
 Why is a new examination needed?Why is a new examination needed?yy

 Loss of reciprocation with RCOphthLoss of reciprocation with RCOphth
 Development of formal BST and HST in IrelandDevelopment of formal BST and HST in Irelandpp
 Diverging training paths in Ireland and UKDiverging training paths in Ireland and UK
 Advances in medical education and methods of Advances in medical education and methods of 

assessmentassessment
 Aim: Aim: 

 To assess competence in applied basic sciences To assess competence in applied basic sciences 
relevant to ophthalmology and clinical ophthalmologyrelevant to ophthalmology and clinical ophthalmologyp gy p gyp gy p gy



Clinical competenceClinical competenceClinical competenceClinical competence

 Integrates:Integrates:
 KnowledgeKnowledgegg
 Clinical skillsClinical skills

Clinical reasoning abilityClinical reasoning ability Clinical reasoning abilityClinical reasoning ability
 CommunicationCommunication
 ProfessionalismProfessionalism



The examinationThe examinationThe examinationThe examination
P t 1P t 1 li d b i i d th ti l tili d b i i d th ti l ti Part 1Part 1 –– applied basic science and theoretical opticsapplied basic science and theoretical optics

 Part 2 written examinationPart 2 written examination clinical ophthalmologyclinical ophthalmology Part 2 written examinationPart 2 written examination –– clinical ophthalmologyclinical ophthalmology

 Part 2 clinical examinationPart 2 clinical examination –– clinical ophthalmologyclinical ophthalmology Part 2 clinical examinationPart 2 clinical examination –– clinical ophthalmology, clinical ophthalmology, 
clinical refraction and ophthalmic pathology. This is held clinical refraction and ophthalmic pathology. This is held 
on a separate date to the part 2 written examination. on a separate date to the part 2 written examination. 

 Fellowship examinationFellowship examination –– an assessment of clinical an assessment of clinical 
hth l l d i i ti t thth l l d i i ti t tophthalmology and generic issues pertinent to an ophthalmology and generic issues pertinent to an 

independent specialist in ophthalmic surgeryindependent specialist in ophthalmic surgery



Timing of the examinationsTiming of the examinationsTiming of the examinationsTiming of the examinations

 Basic Specialist Training (yr 1 Basic Specialist Training (yr 1 –– 3) 3) 
 Part 1Part 1
 Part 2 writtenPart 2 written MRCSIMRCSI
 Part 2 clinical Part 2 clinical 

 Higher Specialist Training (yrs 4Higher Specialist Training (yrs 4 –– 7)7) Higher Specialist Training (yrs 4 Higher Specialist Training (yrs 4 7) 7) 
 Exit viva examination &Exit viva examination &
 Satisfactory completion of HSTSatisfactory completion of HST FRCSIFRCSI Satisfactory completion of HSTSatisfactory completion of HST FRCSIFRCSI



Part 1 examinationPart 1 examinationPart 1 examinationPart 1 examination
Thi i t fThi i t fThis consists of:This consists of:
 Two multiple choice question papers, each 2.5 hours, with a single Two multiple choice question papers, each 2.5 hours, with a single 

best answer style of questionsbest answer style of questions
 Content: applied basic sciences relevant to ophthalmology and Content: applied basic sciences relevant to ophthalmology and 

theoretical opticstheoretical optics
 There is no negative markingThere is no negative marking
 The marks in the two MCQs will be combined to provide an overall The marks in the two MCQs will be combined to provide an overall 

score which will determine a “pass” or “fail”score which will determine a “pass” or “fail”
 Candidates with an overall fail but who pass one of the MCQ papers Candidates with an overall fail but who pass one of the MCQ papers 

ill b i d till b i d t t k th h l i tit k th h l i tiwill be required to rewill be required to re--take the whole examinationtake the whole examination
 The examination will be held three times per year in centres The examination will be held three times per year in centres 

worldwideworldwide
 C did t t t 1 b f di t t 2C did t t t 1 b f di t t 2 Candidates must pass part 1 before proceeding to part 2Candidates must pass part 1 before proceeding to part 2
 There are no limits to the number of attempts at Part 1 MRCSIThere are no limits to the number of attempts at Part 1 MRCSI



Part 2 written examinationPart 2 written examinationPart 2 written examinationPart 2 written examination
This consists of:This consists of:This consists of:This consists of:
 A three hourA three hour--MCQ with single best answer (type A) style of MCQ with single best answer (type A) style of 

questionsquestions
A tA t h d t Obj ti St t d E i ti (OSE)h d t Obj ti St t d E i ti (OSE) A twoA two--hour data Objective Structured Examination (OSE) hour data Objective Structured Examination (OSE) 
examination with clinical scenarios and investigations followed by a examination with clinical scenarios and investigations followed by a 
series of questionsseries of questions

 The Part 2 Written examination must be passed before a candidateThe Part 2 Written examination must be passed before a candidate The Part 2 Written examination must be passed before a candidate The Part 2 Written examination must be passed before a candidate 
is eligible to take the Part 2 Clinical examinationis eligible to take the Part 2 Clinical examination

 The part 2 written examination must be passed within five years of The part 2 written examination must be passed within five years of 
success in the part 1 MRCSI However if more than five years havesuccess in the part 1 MRCSI However if more than five years havesuccess in the part 1 MRCSI. However, if more than five years have success in the part 1 MRCSI. However, if more than five years have 
lapsed since passing part 1, that part can be relapsed since passing part 1, that part can be re--taken. taken. 

 The examination will be held three times per year in centres The examination will be held three times per year in centres 
worldwideworldwide



Part 2 Clinical examinationPart 2 Clinical examinationPart 2 Clinical examinationPart 2 Clinical examination
This consists of:This consists of:This consists of:This consists of:

 A ten station short case Objective Structured Clinical Examination A ten station short case Objective Structured Clinical Examination 
(OSCE) i ti ith th f ll i t ti(OSCE) i ti ith th f ll i t ti(OSCE) examination with the following stations:(OSCE) examination with the following stations:
 Cornea and external eye diseaseCornea and external eye disease
 Glaucoma Glaucoma 

C t tC t t CataractCataract
 Paediatric ophthalmology and strabismusPaediatric ophthalmology and strabismus
 Oculoplastics and orbital diseaseOculoplastics and orbital disease

RetinaRetina RetinaRetina
 Uveitis and ocular oncologyUveitis and ocular oncology
 Neurology Neurology 
 MedicineMedicine MedicineMedicine
 Pathology viva Pathology viva 

 Clinical refraction examination lasting 30 minutesClinical refraction examination lasting 30 minutes



Part 2 Clinical examinationPart 2 Clinical examinationPart 2 Clinical examinationPart 2 Clinical examination
 At each of the OSCE stations between one and three short cases will beAt each of the OSCE stations between one and three short cases will be At each of the OSCE stations, between one and three short cases will be At each of the OSCE stations, between one and three short cases will be 

examined for a total duration of 12 minutes. There will be a three minute examined for a total duration of 12 minutes. There will be a three minute 
period between stations allowed for markingperiod between stations allowed for marking

 The overall mark in the OSCE will determine a “pass” or “fail”The overall mark in the OSCE will determine a “pass” or “fail”pp
 Compensation between OSCE stations is allowed. If the combined score Compensation between OSCE stations is allowed. If the combined score 

from all of the OSCE stations reaches the pass mark an overall pass will be from all of the OSCE stations reaches the pass mark an overall pass will be 
awarded for the OSCE.awarded for the OSCE.

 Both the OSCE and clinical refraction components must be passed toBoth the OSCE and clinical refraction components must be passed to Both the OSCE and clinical refraction components must be passed to Both the OSCE and clinical refraction components must be passed to 
achieve an overall pass in the part 2 clinical examinationachieve an overall pass in the part 2 clinical examination

 Candidates failing either the OSCE or clinical refraction components will be Candidates failing either the OSCE or clinical refraction components will be 
required to rerequired to re--sit that component alone at subsequent attemptssit that component alone at subsequent attempts

 The part 2 clinical examination must be passed within three years of The part 2 clinical examination must be passed within three years of 
success in the part 2 written examination. However, if more than three years success in the part 2 written examination. However, if more than three years 
have lapsed since passing part 2 written, that part can be rehave lapsed since passing part 2 written, that part can be re--takentaken

 The examination will be held in Dublin twice annuallyThe examination will be held in Dublin twice annually The examination will be held in Dublin twice annuallyThe examination will be held in Dublin twice annually



Fellowship examination (FRCSI)Fellowship examination (FRCSI)Fellowship examination (FRCSI)Fellowship examination (FRCSI)
 OO h i i ti ith t tih i i ti ith t ti OneOne--hour viva examination with set questionshour viva examination with set questions
 Taken in last two years of HSTTaken in last two years of HST
 Q estions ill co er the breadth of clinicalQ estions ill co er the breadth of clinical Questions will cover the breadth of clinical Questions will cover the breadth of clinical 

ophthalmology and will deal with the types of ophthalmology and will deal with the types of 
problems that are encountered in clinicalproblems that are encountered in clinicalproblems that are encountered in clinical problems that are encountered in clinical 
practicepractice

 Candidate will need to demonstrate that he/she Candidate will need to demonstrate that he/she 
is competent to practice is competent to practice independentlyindependently as a as a 
general ophthalmic surgeon by possessing the general ophthalmic surgeon by possessing the 
requisite knowledge clinical skillsrequisite knowledge clinical skillsrequisite knowledge, clinical skills, requisite knowledge, clinical skills, 
communication skills, clinical reasoning ability communication skills, clinical reasoning ability 
and professional valuesand professional values



EligibilityEligibilityEligibilityEligibility
 C did t t h ld di l lifi tiC did t t h ld di l lifi ti Candidates must hold a medical qualification Candidates must hold a medical qualification 

from a medical school or university whose from a medical school or university whose 
degree is recognised by the Irish Medicaldegree is recognised by the Irish Medicaldegree is recognised by the Irish Medical degree is recognised by the Irish Medical 
Council or General Medical Council as being Council or General Medical Council as being 
acceptable for Full or Temporary/Limited acceptable for Full or Temporary/Limited 
registration in Ireland or the United Kingdomregistration in Ireland or the United Kingdomregistration in Ireland or the United Kingdomregistration in Ireland or the United Kingdom

 Candidates must have completed a satisfactoryCandidates must have completed a satisfactory Candidates must have completed a satisfactory Candidates must have completed a satisfactory 
prepre--registration year or equivalent internship, registration year or equivalent internship, 
which provides eligibility to work under Full orwhich provides eligibility to work under Full orwhich provides eligibility to work under Full or which provides eligibility to work under Full or 
Temporary/Limited Registration in Ireland or the Temporary/Limited Registration in Ireland or the 
United KingdomUnited Kingdom



Standard of the examinationsStandard of the examinationsStandard of the examinationsStandard of the examinations

Will be consistent, fair and objectiveWill be consistent, fair and objective
 Standard of MRCSI is that of a BSTStandard of MRCSI is that of a BST Standard of MRCSI is that of a BST Standard of MRCSI is that of a BST 

traineetrainee
St d d f FRCSI i th t i d fSt d d f FRCSI i th t i d f Standard of FRCSI is that required of a Standard of FRCSI is that required of a 
consultant ophthalmic surgeonconsultant ophthalmic surgeon



Preparing for the examsPreparing for the examsPreparing for the examsPreparing for the exams
R di li tR di li t Reading listReading list

 Curriculum is Curriculum is notnot all inclusiveall inclusive
 CoursesCourses Courses Courses 
 Formal and informal teaching sessionsFormal and informal teaching sessions
 ExperienceExperience ExperienceExperience
 Keep focussed on developing the five components of Keep focussed on developing the five components of 

clinical competence:clinical competence:pp
 KnowledgeKnowledge
 Clinical skillsClinical skills

Clinical reasoning abilityClinical reasoning ability Clinical reasoning abilityClinical reasoning ability
 CommunicationCommunication
 ProfessionalismProfessionalism



Limit on attemptsLimit on attemptsLimit on attemptsLimit on attempts
NNNone None 

 The part 2 written examination must be The part 2 written examination must be pp
passed within five years of success in the passed within five years of success in the 
part 1 MRCSIpart 1 MRCSIpart 1 MRCSIpart 1 MRCSI

 The Part 2 Clinical examination must be The Part 2 Clinical examination must be 
passed within three years of success in passed within three years of success in 
the Part 2 Writtenthe Part 2 Written



Suggested planSuggested planSuggested planSuggested plan

 Part 1 Part 1 –– year 1 of BSTyear 1 of BST
 Part 2 writtenPart 2 written –– year 2 of BSTyear 2 of BST Part 2 written Part 2 written year 2 of BSTyear 2 of BST
 Part 2 clinical Part 2 clinical –– year 2/3 of BSTyear 2/3 of BST
 Aim to achieve MRCSI during 3 years of Aim to achieve MRCSI during 3 years of 

BSTBSTSS
 FRCSI in year 4 of SpR trainingFRCSI in year 4 of SpR training

A h i h b i l ill bA h i h b i l ill b Attachments in each subspecialty will be Attachments in each subspecialty will be 
needed to gain the required experienceneeded to gain the required experience



ExemptionsExemptionsExemptionsExemptions
 Candidates who have passed part 1 of the old MRCSI are eligible toCandidates who have passed part 1 of the old MRCSI are eligible to Candidates who have passed part 1 of the old MRCSI are eligible to Candidates who have passed part 1 of the old MRCSI are eligible to 

proceed to part 2 of the new examinationproceed to part 2 of the new examination
 Candidates who have passed part of the old part 1 examination will Candidates who have passed part of the old part 1 examination will 

have one further opportunity to pass the examination in May 2010have one further opportunity to pass the examination in May 2010have one further opportunity to pass the examination in May 2010 have one further opportunity to pass the examination in May 2010 
and will be exempted from passed components of the examination, and will be exempted from passed components of the examination, 
as per previous regulations. as per previous regulations. 

 Candidates who have passed the old part 2 examination (refraction Candidates who have passed the old part 2 examination (refraction p p (p p (
and clinical methods) are eligible to proceed to the new part 2 and and clinical methods) are eligible to proceed to the new part 2 and 
will be exempted from the clinical refraction component of the will be exempted from the clinical refraction component of the 
examination only. examination only. 
C did t h h d t 1 f FRCO hth FRCSEdC did t h h d t 1 f FRCO hth FRCSEd Candidates who have passed part 1 of FRCOphth or FRCSEd Candidates who have passed part 1 of FRCOphth or FRCSEd 
(Ophthalmology) before January 1st 2010 will be eligible to proceed (Ophthalmology) before January 1st 2010 will be eligible to proceed 
to part 2 MRCSI. Reciprocity between the examinations will cease to part 2 MRCSI. Reciprocity between the examinations will cease 
after this dateafter this dateafter this date. after this date. 



Examination options and career pathsExamination options and career pathsp pp p

To become eligible for specialist registrationTo become eligible for specialist registration
Ophthalmic surgeryOphthalmic surgery::
 SpR rotation in IrelandSpR rotation in Ireland

S ti f t l t l it tS ti f t l t l it t Satisfactory annual assessments plus pass exit assessmentSatisfactory annual assessments plus pass exit assessment
 Ophthalmic specialist training programme in UKOphthalmic specialist training programme in UK

 Satisfactory annual assessments plus FRCOphth part 2Satisfactory annual assessments plus FRCOphth part 2y p p py p p p
 Train elsewhere (USA, Australia, Europe)Train elsewhere (USA, Australia, Europe)

 Consult IMC website for requirements to return to Ireland as specialistConsult IMC website for requirements to return to Ireland as specialist

Medical ophthalmologyMedical ophthalmology::
 3 years of BST plus 1 further year of training3 years of BST plus 1 further year of training 3 years of BST plus 1 further year of training3 years of BST plus 1 further year of training
 MRCSI or equivalentMRCSI or equivalent



Ophthalmology examinationsOphthalmology examinations

Requirements for HST (Requirements for HST (SpRSpR) rotation in Ireland:) rotation in Ireland:
MRCSI i l tMRCSI i l t MRCSI or equivalentMRCSI or equivalent
 Includes Includes MRCOphthMRCOphth, FRCS(Ed), new , FRCS(Ed), new FRCOphthFRCOphth
 Those entering BST after January 1Those entering BST after January 1stst 2010 will be required to take the 2010 will be required to take the g yg y qq

MRCSIMRCSI
 Those in BST before January 1Those in BST before January 1stst 2010 may continue to use 2010 may continue to use FRCOphthFRCOphth

or FRCS(Ed) to apply for HSTor FRCS(Ed) to apply for HST( ) pp y( ) pp y
 Microsurgical skills courseMicrosurgical skills course
 Surgical experienceSurgical experience
 50 50 phacosphacos, 50 lasers, 50 miscellaneous, 50 lasers, 50 miscellaneous
 ResearchResearch
 Publications x 2Publications x 2 Publications x 2Publications x 2
 2 1/2 years (min) 2 1/2 years (min) in training posts in ophthalmologyin training posts in ophthalmology



Ophthalmology examinationsOphthalmology examinations

Requirements for entry into year 3 specialistRequirements for entry into year 3 specialistRequirements for entry into year 3 specialist Requirements for entry into year 3 specialist 
training in UK:training in UK:

 2 years experience in ophthalmic training posts2 years experience in ophthalmic training posts 2 years experience in ophthalmic training posts2 years experience in ophthalmic training posts
 Part 1 FRCOphth; Refraction certificate is an advantagePart 1 FRCOphth; Refraction certificate is an advantage
 Should be able to demonstrate that you have achieved year 1 and 2 Should be able to demonstrate that you have achieved year 1 and 2 

ST competencies (see RCOphth website)ST competencies (see RCOphth website)



RecommendationsRecommendations

 MRCSIMRCSI
 For those entering BST after January 1For those entering BST after January 1stst 2010 MRCSI will be 2010 MRCSI will be 

needed for entry into HST in ophthalmic surgery and medical needed for entry into HST in ophthalmic surgery and medical 
ophthalmology ophthalmology p gyp gy

 Those who entered BST before January 1Those who entered BST before January 1stst 2010 will be eligible 2010 will be eligible 
to apply for HST with FRCOphth or FRCS(Ed)to apply for HST with FRCOphth or FRCS(Ed)

 FRCOphthFRCOphth
F th l i l i f ST3 t i UK dF th l i l i f ST3 t i UK d For those planning on applying for ST3 posts in UK and For those planning on applying for ST3 posts in UK and 
obtaining CCT thereobtaining CCT there

 A good back up plan for those who would prefer to complete A good back up plan for those who would prefer to complete g p p p pg p p p p
higher specialist training in Irelandhigher specialist training in Ireland



Questions?Questions?


